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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98, the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO 1449 

E^ii: ■ FOmi PT °-I 4 u 49 ( " Form 1449 "> m "toitted for ^S^Sffi to 

Examiner in the examination of the above-identified patent application. 

r^ted^n^ 011 °H f *f / eferenCes in ^ ^rety by the Examiner is respectfully 
i2 ?W.r /^ aged " A1S °' rt 18 res P ectfu «y requested that the references be entered 
into the record of the present application and that the Examiner place his or herlnitialHr the 

SSr^ FOmi H49 ' « * e Examine^Sation 6 

JnmnWr iSSi °!l °^ he references listed on ^e Form 1449 is for the purpose of providing a 
inZn Sn H ^ ♦l™* 3 COncession that the references listed thereoTare prio^ to fhe 
invention claimed in the patent application. The right is expressly reserved to establish ^ 
ZTZ t 6a S ier ^ thC above " id entified filing date in order to remove ^ ^ referent 
submitted herewith as prior art should it be deemed appropriate to do so. 

r^t 1 *;^^ 18810 ? ° f the references is n °t to be taken as a concession that any reference 

7^etZ, 'I releVant ° r 31131080118 t0 ^ Claimed invent ion. Accordinglyfme nSno 
argue that any reference is not properly within the scope of prior art relevant to m 
examination of the claims in the above-identified application is also expresSy reser^d. 

The Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

^ datenf ? y T °f ^ * ,, ? win 8 time P eriod ^- ( a ) within three months of the filing 

37 CFR 1 5^ ^ PP ^u 0thCr ^ % C ° ntinUed P^ecution application undef 

set form in 37 CFR i^^.™ 01 ^ ° f ?* d f te ° f entry ° f ^ * ational sta S e *> 
of a fW nffll?^ £ ^ internatlonal application; (c) before Jhe mailing date 

after t Sl nf ^ mentS; ° r (d) bef ° re ** mailin 8 of a f ™ Office Action 
after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 
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□ 



□ 



□ 



etherise closes prosecution in the ^k^JlJ^^ n m action ** 

D b^o S wT emem ^ 37 197(e) (S6e " St " under 37 CFR 1.97(e)" 
or 

□ the fee of $180 set forth in 37 CFR U7 (p) (see "Fees" below). 
3f !f r ™ ^ ailing date of a fin al action under 37 CFR i in 

under 37 CFR 1.31 1, or an action thai oAerwi J S ° r 3 N ° tlCe of Allowance 

and on or before payment £ th ^ issueTee ■ ^T" P T? Uti T ™ a ™ 1 ™^ 
37 CFR 1.97(e) (see "Statement under sTcpt i^^ ^ u Statement ^ 
set forth in 37 CFR l.l 7 (p) (see "Fees" ' Wow* } ' 6 fee ° f $180 38 

~t^ 

contained in the Information SHS^^ J° h item ^information 
37 CFR 1.704(d) (see "Statement Ztr 3 T?FR Sroffil ^ Under 
NOTE^ f °f " 37 CFR M7 ^ < see "Fees" bdow) ( } ^ "* *" fee ° f 

M r ^o: s ^^-~;^ ~ - a ^ patent) filed on or after 

with 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 is being filed. Inf °™at.on D,sclosure Statement in compliance 



Copies of the References 



Atta^ Form 1449 are enclosed herewith, 

relevance pursuant to 37 CFR ^98^3^7^ ? * C ° ndse ^P^ation of the 
an English-language abstract, or ^ ^ or 
action by a foreign patent officeTn a countemf^l ^ Search re P ort <* 

degree of relevance found by the foJ™ offi^? k forei S« ^cation indicating the 
explanation of the relevance™ ?to 3^1^""* " ^ ° f * ^ 



□ A copy of the foreign search report is enclosed herewith 
□ 



P-m^SoL^ we- previously identified in the 

fornished at that time. XiK^SSSl^ ^ f ^ references w ^ 
submitted herewith, so as not to blden to^JST v ^ m not 

The Examiner is respectfully requeued to rT« n PllCatC C ° pi6S of fences, 
accordance with the requirement ^ sef L i„ "TZ references « 
Procedure. In accordance^* 37 CFR SJd th^ t Mam f ° f Patent Examining 
relied upon for an earlier filing ^ ^ P^t applications) 
references were previously f^sLd 4^ ou t be W ™ ^ C ° pieS ° f ^ 
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Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) 
□ 



□ 



SLSSrSSo^ infoimati ° n C ~ * the 

foreign patent office in a cou^erp JforelS ™2t " T COmmunicatio * a 
months prior to the ^SSSS£SW^S^ ^ *" th ' ee 

I^t^ of information contained in the 

office in a counterpart foreTgT nZ ^^^^^on from a foreign patent 

undersigned after n^SL^^fSS^ ^. knowta ^ of 
Information Disclosure Statement ™ u of information contained in the 

37 CFR 1.56(c) morr^^^^hJ 010 ^ t0 f y individuaI designated in 
Disclosure Statement m0nthS pn ° r t0 me filin § of the Information 



Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d) 

D Sonna^ of information contained in the 

office in a counterpart a££S£i ^d S Sii f^™ 1 ™ fro ™ * foreign patent 
any individual designated ir 37 CFR 1 com ^unication was not received by 

of the Information DTscTosure Statement ^ ^ dayS prior to fili 4 



Fees 



13 No fee is owed by the applicant(s) 

□ The IDS Fee of $180 under 37 CFR 1.17(p) is enclosed herewith. 



Method of Payment of Fees 

□ Attached is a check in the amount of $ 

Charge Deposit Account No. 12-1216 in the amount of $ 
this communication is enclosed for that purpose.) 

Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 



(A duplicate copy of 



£ ££? TaTpSco^ ^H COmmUni Cati ° n ' ^ 
for that purpose.) ( duplicate copy of this communication is enclosed 
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Instructions as to Overpayment 

S Credit Account No. 1 2- 1 2 1 6 
□ Refund 



Date: April 22, 2002 



Bruce M. uagala, Keg. No J # 844 
LEYDIG, VOIT & MAYE^f LTD 
Two Prudential Plaza, Suite4900 
180 North Stetson 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-6780 
(312) 616-5600 (telephone) 
(312)616-5700 (facsimile) 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

any ^^^^^ITjr^^ ST ™NT (aiong with 
States Postal Service on the dSSlT *?' 11 " g dep0sited with "» 
envelope addressed to: ConnTsiotTo^ ™S%ggg , 3 S£* *" " " 



Date: 




IDS (Rev. 2/27/2002) 
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